
What Should Maryland Look Like in 2030 –
Just 25 Years From Now?
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What is Reality Check Plus?

• Reality Check Plus is a statewide effort to raise the awareness of both 
the public and elected officials about the level and pace of growth coming 
to Maryland over the next 25 years.

• Organizers hope this project will encourage both the public and elected 
officials to think regionally or even on a statewide basis on how best to 
accommodate the new growth that is coming.

• The project will involve unique growth visioning exercises to be held in 
each of the four regions of the state: Eastern Shore, Southern Maryland, 
Central Maryland and Western Maryland.

• As many as 1,000 political, business, environmental, real estate and civic 
leaders will be specially invited to participate in the four regional events, 
which will be held in May and June 2006.

• The results of these four exercises will be analyzed and combined into a 
statewide “vision” for growth that will be discussed at a forum in fall 2006.



• The Baltimore District Council of the 
Urban Land Institute

• 1000 Friends of Maryland

• National Center for Smart Growth 
Research and Education at the University 
of Maryland

More than 100 organizations representing community, 
business, civic, housing, educational, smart growth and 

environmental interests are involved in this effort.

Who is Leading Reality Check Plus?

It is a statewide project led by three diverse groups:



• Is not government sponsored – in fact, its organization has intentionally 
been non-governmental.

• But the direct participation of elected officials will be critically important 
in each of the four regional events and in any action that comes as a 
result of this effort.

• Reality Check is not intended to produce a state plan, but it may 
produce a statewide vision of where Maryland citizens believe new 
growth should occur and what areas should be protected.

• We hope it will provide new information that local governments can use 
as they periodically update their local comprehensive plans and that 
state government can use in re-evaluating policies.

• We intend to base this exercise on credible, broadly accepted data and 
accurate mapping.

Reality Check Plus



• Because Maryland is already the fifth most densely populated state in the 
nation; and,

• Because the U.S. Census Bureau predicts Maryland will grow from its 
2000 population of approximately 5.5 million to 7 million by 2030 – just 25 
years from now -- an increase of 500,000 beyond current state estimates. 

• The urgent questions facing Maryland are:
• Where will these new residents – and the millions more who will 
follow them in subsequent years – live and work? 
• Can our existing cities and towns absorb such an increase in 
population and jobs? 
• What will be the cumulative effect of such an increase in population 
and development on our transportation network, housing costs, taxes 
and the health of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries?
• What, ultimately, will be the effect on the quality of life of all 
Marylanders?

Why Are They Doing This?



Regional and Statewide 
Committees

Statewide Leadership Committee
Co-chaired by:
Gerrit Knaap, National Center for Smart Growth Research and Education, 
University of Maryland

Chris Kurz, ULI Baltimore District Council
Dru Schmidt-Perkins, 1000 Friends of Maryland

Four Regional Committees
• Central Maryland – Co-chaired by Bryce Turner, Brown Craig Turner and ULI 

Baltimore District Council and Petey Green, Prince George’s County Black 
Chamber of Commerce

• Eastern Shore – Co-chaired by Torrey C. Brown, (former Maryland Secretary of 
Natural Resources) and John Wilson, Coastal South

• Southern Maryland – Co-chaired by Frank Jaklitsch, Marrick Properties (former 
Calvert County Planning Director) and Gene Lauer, former Charles County 
Administrator

• Western Maryland -- Co-chaired by John Bambacus, Professor Emeritus at 
Frostburg State University (former State Senator and former Mayor of 
Frostburg) and Kai Hagen, Frederick Regional Action Network 



How the Day Will Go

Introduction/Welcome 8-9am

Reality Check Exercise 9a-12pm
Lunch 12-1pm
Keynote Speaker 1-1:30pm
Report of Day’s Results 1:30-2pm
Discussion of Implications 2-3pm
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Washington, D.C., Reality Check – The Exercise Begins



Washington Reality Check
–

Placing Jobs and Population 
on the Regional Map



Four Regional Exercises

Anne Arundel, Baltimore, 
Carroll, Harford, Howard, 
Montgomery and Prince 

George's and Baltimore City

Garrett, Allegany, Washington
and Frederick

Calvert, Charles
and St. Mary's

Caroline, Cecil, Dorchester, Kent,
Queen Anne's, Somerset, Talbot,

Wicomico, and Worcester 



Draft Western Maryland Regional Map



Draft Western Maryland Regional Map
(with grid)



What Do We Hope to Produce?
• A series of maps will illustrate where participants say future jobs and 

households are desired – and where they are not.

• Then, results from the four regionally-based exercises will be integrated 
into a comprehensive vision for the future of Maryland.

• Those results will then be compared against current development trends 
and policies to identify changes necessary to achieve the vision.
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Your Role

• Express your interest in being added to the invitation list

• Volunteer for one of our regional committees

• Become a table facilitator for your regional exercise

• Ask about other volunteer opportunities

• Become a sponsor – financial or otherwise

• Post-exercise, get involved in the implementation 

phase

• Visit our website at:

www.realitycheckmaryland.org
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Past Exercises

• Los Angeles, October 2002 –
www.uli.org

• Vision North Texas, April 2005 –
www.visionnorthtexas.org

• Reality Check Washington,
February 2005 –
www.realitycheckwashington.org

Other Regional Visioning Exercises 
• Sacramento Region Blueprint Transportation and Land Use Study –

www.sacregionblueprint.org
• Envision Central Texas – www.envisioncentraltexas.org
• Envision Utah – www.envisionutah.org
• Compass Southern California – www.socialcompass.org
• Chicago Metropolis 2020 – www.chicagometropolis2020.org
• Myregion.org – www.myregion.org



Find out more by visiting our website at:

www.realitycheckmaryland.org
or

Call (301) 405-6793


