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NYC STUDENTS PREMIERE ULI FUNDED DOCUMENTARY TODAY

Video Examines Impact of Transportation on Quality of Life in Tribeca

New York, N.Y. (June 15, 2005) – Students from Stuyvesant High School will premier a full-length documentary tonight about the transportation system’s impact on the quality of life in the Tribeca area of Manhattan.

Funded by an $18,540 Community Action Grant from the Urban Land Institute (ULI), the video will run at 6 p.m. at Baruch College’s William and Anita Newman Conference Center on the seventh floor at 151 East 25th Street. New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) Commissioner Iris Weinshall, will provide the opening remarks for ULI members and guests, community residents, students and parents.  A reception will follow celebrating the premier.   
Going! examines the relationship between transportation and the environment, science, business, civics, economics and community relations, explained Stuyvesant assistant principal Jennifer Suri. It combines something students deal with on a daily basis in the community with a key interest of the ULI, she added.

Stuyvesant High School Principal Stanley Teitel said the effort the students put into the project was matched only by the “learning that occurred in the process.” Teitel credited technology education teacher Elka Gould for much of the project’s success. He said her work and dedication created “a wonderful experience for our students.” 

Transportation was a fitting documentary subject for the Stuyvesant students because many of them endure long commutes. Several students who worked on the project, for instance, spend more than 90 minutes each morning traveling to the lower Manhattan school from the outer boroughs via the Long Island Rail Road and multiple subway lines. 

The area around Stuyvesant also has its share of transportation challenges.  The streets of Lower Manhattan sustained significant damage in the weeks following 9/11, as they were used by large numbers of heavy trucks and construction vehicles, and as utility service was restored using conduits that run under the streets. 

(more)
In the years since, the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) – along with the New York City Department of Design and Construction – has embarked on a massive street reconstruction program.  This federally-funded program will restore both the underground infrastructure and the street surface and sidewalks.  DOT is also working with other City and State agencies, as well as the residential and business communities, to develop a street management system that will ensure the most efficient and beneficial use of our streets for both pedestrians and automobiles, a topic that is explored by the film.
Students spent months working on the documentary, conducting interviews, shooting video and editing the final project. 

They met with representatives of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the NYC DOT, elected officials, representatives of the Lower Manhattan Development Corp. and other community leaders. They also studied alternative modes of transportation and growth patterns in Tribeca, conducted comparative studies, researched economic patterns and health statistics, and consulted ULI professionals for advice during the planning and editing phases of the documentary.

Students like Tim Anikin said he learned more about both transportation and video production than he ever expected. “This project taught me things I would not have learned otherwise. The techniques, the methods of investigation, the stress; these are things best learned through first hand experience,” he said.

The Stuyvesant High School project was funded through ULI’s recently established Community Action Grant program. The grants are designed to provide entrepreneurial thinkers ways to build community consensus on issues affecting urban development. 

The video project was one of only six proposals selected by ULI for funding last November from 46 proposals nationwide. Grants ranged from $10,400 to $40,000 and benefited institutions such as the City of Colorado Springs, Smart Growth Idaho and a Minnesota collective comprised of ULI Minnesota, the Local Initiative Support Project, the University of Minnesota and Target. In addition to the Stuyvesant video documentary, the grants funded redevelopment plans, infill projects (development of vacant lots in built-up areas), and a two-day leadership forum for ULI members and public officials.

The Stuyvesant application was submitted by the ULI New York District Council, with support from Chairperson Barry Moss, ULI Trustee and Vice Chair Merrie S. Frankel, and Vice Chair of the education committee Joyce Lee, also the project director. Lee said creating a positive relationship between the ULI and a local high school “demonstrates the power of the Action Grant partnership.” 
“The return on investment is many fold when the students take this analytical and creative experience with them to their colleges and future careers,” Lee explained. 
(more)

In addition to ULI, the documentary had support from Baruch College, City University of New York, and the Tribeca Organization. Richard J. Corman, chairperson of the Tribeca Organization, described the video as an “extraordinary Stuyvesant High School student project.”
Corman said the documentary “demonstrates the important bond between Stuyvesant and its neighbors, and brings unique and fresh observations to the transportation issues facing Tribeca and Lower Manhattan as the rebuilding effort moves into its next phase.” 

The ULI is an independent nonprofit education and research organization that is supported by its members. Its mission is to provide responsible leadership in the use of land in order to enhance the total environment. Established in 1936, the ULI today has more than 25,000 members from 80 countries representing the entire spectrum of land use and real estate development disciplines.
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